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TO mark 50 years since the 
first edition of the 
Andersonstown News, we 
have launched a new podcast 
looking back at some of the 
stories and the people that we 
have covered over the last five 
decades.  

On each episode of ‘Over 
The Wire’ we revisit a story 
which made the headlines and 
speak to those who were there 
at the time about what went on 
and the impact that the story 
had on the community.  

In our first episode, we 
spoke to Ciaran Cahill from 
Springhill Community House 
about Mother Teresa’s time 
living in Ballymurphy in the 
early 70s.  

Mother Teresa arrived in 
West Belfast in 1971 on an 
invite from  to establish a 
convent in Ballymurphy, 
months after the Ballymurphy 
Massacre where 11 innocent 
civilians, including a local 
priest, died at the hands of the 
British Army's Parachute 
Regiment. 

18 months later and Mother 
Teresa was gone, with many 
local residents still believing 
to this day that she was forced 
out by the Catholic Church. 

In another episode, we were 
joined by prominent historian 
Dr Éamon Phoenix to take a 
look back at a period when the 
chronic housing shortage in 
Catholic areas led the newly 
created Housing Executive to 
propose building a substantial 
new estate at Poleglass on the 

outskirts of West Belfast. 
The initial proposal to 

house around 50,000 people 
immediately hit problems 
with Lisburn Council. Unionist 
politicians such as Ian Paisley, 
Rev Robert Bradford and Rev 
William Beattie established an 
anti-Poleglass pressure group. 

It wasn’t until November 
1980 that the first 300 houses 
were allocated in Old Colin.  

Áine McCabe, daughter of 

Norah McCabe, who was killed 
by a plastic bullet in July 1981, 
spoke to us about the impact 
that losing her mother when 
she was just an invent had on 
her.  She also spoke of her 
father’s involvement in the 
campaign to have plastic 
bullets banned. 

In another episode, former 
MLA Fra McCann joined us to 
talk about the campaign to 
demolish Divis Flats and the 

Andytown’s tumultuous half-century

PODCASTS: The top stories from a tumultuous half-century of the Andersonstown News are looked back upon with the protagonists in a new series

regeneration of the area. Fra 
was one of the most 
prominent members of the 
campaign to demolish the flats 
and has recently come full 
circle, having been elected 
chair of the Falls Residents' 
Association. 

Elsewhere, we were joined 
by Ballymurphy woman and 
academic at Ulster 
University's Transitional 
Justice Institute, Eilish 
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Rooney, alongside Father 
James Joyce from the Bronx in 
the heart of New York City, to 
discuss the life and legacy of 
former Andersonstown News 
columnist and confidant to the 
people of West Belfast, Father 
Des Wilson.  

In our most recent episode, 
we spoke to campaigner and 
former republican prisoner, 
Jim McCann to discuss the 
events surrounding the 

cataclysmic burning of Long 
Kesh concentration camp in 
October 1974 alongside the 
growing claims that the 
British forces used the 
experimental CR Gas on 
inmates which may have 
resulted in the deaths of 
hundreds from cancer. 

Each episode of Over The 
Wire will be available on our 
website belfastmedia.com, 
Spotify and Apple Podcasts.  

IRIS AN PHOBAIL

AndersonstownNews

1972 
2022
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S O L I C I T O R S  
Personal Injury Solicitors 

66 Andersonstown Road, Belfast

Helen Burns
028 90 329338

PROUD SPONSOR AND SUPPORTER OF 
FOODSTOCK, WEST BELFAST COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE - ALSO ST OLIVER PLUNKETT F.C 

AND ST AGNES BOXING CLUB

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ANDERSONSTOWN NEWS

BUYING OR SELLING  
YOUR HOUSE? WE WON’T  
BE BEATEN ON PRICE 
  
• CO-OWNERSHIP 
• RE-MORTGAGES 
• PERSONAL INJURY 
• FAMILY LAW 
• PROFESSIONAL WILL  
   DRAFTING SERVICE

Congratulations to 
Andersonstown News

Bialann

11 Kennedy Way,  Béal Feirste 
Guthán 028 90 43 11 43

ORDERS CAN BE  
PLACED BY PHONE 

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
"GOODFELLAS" FOR UPDATES  

AND OUR MENU  
 

Happy 50th Anniversary to all at  
The Andersonstown News and many 
thanks for your continued support.

Nuns fired by Canon

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF THE ANDERSONSTOWN NEWS

LISTEN NOW

IN the first podcast in our series, 
Over The Wire, we looked back 
to 1973 and one of our most 
memorable headlines from the 
early days of the Andersonstown 
News: ‘Nuns Fired by Canon’. 

Mother Teresa arrived in West 
Belfast in 1971 to establish a 
convent in Ballymurphy, months 
after the Ballymurphy Massacre 
where 11 innocent civilians, 
including a local priest, died at 
the hands of the British Army's 
Parachute Regiment. 

18 months later and Mother 
Teresa was gone, with many 
local residents still believing to 
this day that she was forced out 
by the Catholic Church. 

In this episode, we were joined by Ciaran Cahill 
from Springhill Community House to reflect on that 
period and how the community reacted to Mother 
Teresa arriving in West Belfast.  

Ciaran told us of how Father Des Wilson had 
invited the sisters to the city following a 
conversation with a Methodist Minister, Rodger 
Greaves, who was based in London and had met 
Mother Teresa.   

While Mother Teresa had initially wanted to set up 
a convent on the peaceline, Fr Des felt that it would 
be inappropriate as it would frame the conflict as 
religious rather than political. 

On that, Father Des invited the would-be saint to 

Ballymurphy to allow her to decide for herself if she 
would like to be based there. On October 2, 1971, 
Mother Teresa arrived in Ballymurphy and attended 
Mass in Corpus Christi where she was greeted with 
a standing ovation before visiting the homes of local 
residents. After speaking to the Bishop, Mother 
Teresa returned to 119 Springhill Avenue by the end 
of October. Canon Murphy, the then Parish Priest, 
kept a distant relationship with the nuns and by all  
accounts he never approved to the presence of 
Mother Teresa within the area. 

Following claims of racism from senior Catholic 
clergy alongside what would now be considered 
constructive dismissal, Mother Teresa and her 
sisters left Ballymurphy 18 months later.  

Peace Not 
Poleglass
IN our second podcast episode, we 
were joined by prominent historian Dr 
Éamon Phoenix to take a look back at 
a period when the chronic housing 
shortage in Catholic areas led the 
newly-created Housing Executive to 
propose building a substantial new 
estate at Poleglass on the outskirts of 
West Belfast. That proposal wasn’t 
without its opposition and drew the 

attention of the late Rev Dr Ian 
Paisley and his followers, who 
famously marched through the area 
proclaiming that Protestants wanted 
peace, not Poleglass. 

Dr Phoenix explained how Belfast 
experienced the biggest population 
movement in Western Europe since 
the Second World War between 1969 
and 1972 when between 60,000 and 
100,000 people were forced to move 
from estates such as Rathcoole, 
Cregagh and Dundonald to West 
Belfast. 

By 1974, the Housing Executive 
were exploring the idea of a new 
estate at Poleglass to deal with the 

substantial overcrowding in other 
parts of West Belfast.  

The initial proposal to house 
around 50,000 people immediately 
hit problems with Lisburn Council. 
Unionist politicians such as Ian 
Paisley, Rev Robert Bradford and Rev 
William Beattie established an anti-
Poleglass pressure group. 

In 1976, the original plan for 4,000 
houses was cut to 2,000. Still 
unsatisfied, Lisburn District Council 
announced that they wouldn’t provide 
services to the area. 

It wasn’t until November 1980 that 
the first 300 houses were allocated in 
Old Colin.  

We won’t be kept down easily
IN our third episode, we were joined 
by Áine McCabe whose mother 
Norah was killed by a plastic bullet 
in July 1981 as she walked from the 
shops on Linden Street. Áine spoke 
movingly about the impact that 
losing her mother when she was 
only a few months old had on her 
and the intergenerational trauma 
that it has caused. 

Throughout the podcast, she 
detailed the events which led up to 
her mother’s death and the 
subsequent aftermath. 

Footage of the incident captured 
by a Canadian TV crew later came 
to light and was vital in proving her 
mother’s innocence. Discussing 

that, Áine told us that, unware of 
the footage, the RUC had spread 
untruths about the incident and had 
gone as far as committing perjury 
in Norah’s inquest when they stated 
that no plastic bullets were fired 
into Linden Street. 

When the recording came to 
light, Áine’s father and their 
solicitor, the late Pat Finucane, 
believed that no-one could deny 
them justice when it was clear to 
see that Norah has been innocent.  

A few years after Norah’s death, 
her husband Jim along with Clara 
Reilly, Emma Groves and others 
established the United Campaign 
Against the Use of Plastic Bullets 

and subsequently travelled the 
world educating people on the 
dangers of plastic bullets and 
calling for their use to be banned. 

This is something that Áine and 
her brothers have continued to 
assist their father with.  

Áine added that she understands 
the British Government deployed 
tactics around the world to portray 
the victims of plastic and rubber 
bullets as terrorists, law breaking 
criminals and violent rioters. 

Jim and the rest of the campaign 
against plastic bullets made it their 
lives work to have their use banned 
and to spread the truth about their 
use on innocent victims.  

Each episode, we will be diving into our archives to look at some of the stories and the  
people who made the Andersonstown News and indeed West Belfast what it is today.
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“Big scrap! Big scrap!” The cry would go up during another 
dreary lunchtime. 

Heads would turn in all directions as teenage boys looked in 
vain for the latest fight in the school playground. 

“Where?” someone would shout. 
“Eastwoods,” came the sarcastic reply. 
Yes, for our younger readers Eastwoods scrapyard once 

dominated the Andersonstown Road at the corner of Kennedy 
Way. 

Huge mountains of metal would form several peaks 
overlooking its imposing wall, cranes lifting and swinging the 
mangled mess from one mound to another. 

It must have been the early nineties when Eastwoods gave 
way to the Westwood Centre. I never understood that: 
Eastwoods – Westwood. 

But that wasn’t the first major change on that stretch of road. 
Next to Eastwoods was the Lucozade Factory. A squat, low, 

brick building, it opened in the early 1950s, bottling the popular 
energy drink so familiar to hospital bedsides and shipping it 
around the North and beyond until it closed for the final time 
in 1980. 

It sat idle for a while, before it was finally taken over by 
Curley’s supermarket, only later to be flattened to make way 
for the new Kennedy Centre. Within a couple of years that 
stretch of road from Kennedy Way to Milltown Cemetery 
changed completely. But it was not until the mid-noughties that 
the much-welcomed closure of Andytown Barracks completed 
the transformation. 

And there have been other notable changes in the other 
direction too, leading up to Finaghy Road North. Many 
businesses have come and gone over the past 50 years since the 
Andersonstown News first hit the streets during what would 
become the worst year of the conflict. 

But still the shopping district continues to rejuvenate and 

faces headlong the challenges that come our way; not least the 
last two years of Covid. Anyone travelling on this stretch of the 
road can’t help but notice the new Andersonstown Leisure 
Centre with its colourful flumes extending out of the modern 
facility before winding their way back in to a world of water. It’s 
hard to believe that when the centre first opened in 1979 it was 
considered state-of-the-art, with its distinctive design and 
façade. 

There’s one piece of the jigsaw which is missing, however, 
from Andytown. The gaping hole on the front of the road that 
was once Casement Park. 

It’s nearly ten years since a ball has been kicked or a sliotar 
pucked in the much-loved venue. With a judicial decision due 
by the end of next month on the GAA’s plans for a 34,500 
capacity stadium we could soon have our very own field of 
dreams back in the heart of Andersonstown. 

And there’ll be a big scrap for tickets when that happens. 

Today and yesterday in Andytown

1981 on the Andersonstown 
Road and an Eastwoods crane 

goes about its work; today 
Westwood sits in its place

The Andersonstown Leisure 
Centre opened in 1979; its  
new incarnation opened to 
the public in 2020

The Lucozade Factory back 
in 1979’ it has been 

replaced by the Kennedy 
Centre

Casement Park closed in 2013 
and next month a judge is 
expected to make a decision on 
whether the new stadium (left) 
will be built

38  |                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       2 April 2022

Belfast Crystal: From 
crystal trophies to  
in-house engraving

TRUSTED FAMILY BUSINESS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

WEST BELFAST, 577 FALLS ROAD BT11 9AB  
(OPPOSITE SAINSBURY’S) 

TEL: 028 9062 3362 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

NORTH BELFAST, 328 ANTRIM ROAD, BT15 5AB 
(NEAR TESCO) 

TEL: 028 9062 3362 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Happy 50th Birthday Andersonstown News.  
A huge thank you for helping promote our 

business for over thirty years!

www.belfastcrystal.com 
KENNEDY WAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

BELFAST BT11 9DT 

T: 028 90622051 
Open to the Public MonFri 10am5pm

WE ENGRAVE, DELIVER  
WORLDWIDE,  
PERSONAL  
ONE TO ONE  
SHOPPING

Many  
congratulations to 
Andersonstown 
News on your 
50th Anniversary

Congratulations to the Andersonstown news celebrating 50 
years in 2022. Belfast Crystal ourselves celebrate 44 years in 
business this year and are delighted to have worked with the 
Andersonstown news for many of those years.  

Still a family business started by Antonio Abbate, and 
continued on by Tony, we are proud to have supplied the 
awards for the Belfast Top 50, Volunteer of the Year Awards 
and this year the Aisling Awards, Best of the West and 
Blackboard Awards 2022 to name but a few.  

Our new showroom is open again to the public after the fire 
we suffered a few years back. There is a vast range on display 
ideal for wedding gifts, anniversaries, birthdays as well as 
golf, bowling and 
snooker trophies 
too.  Our in-house 
engraving 
department 
guarantees you the 
best service you 
can get, and we 
always work to 
your schedule.

Direct Furniture: 
The best furniture 

at the best price

Direct Furniture started as a small family business but has 
grown to become one of the North’s largest independent retail 
furnishing outlets in just over three decades. 

Despite its expansion, the store remains in the hands of the 
McGurk family who continue provide a second-to-none 
service and employment opportunities to the local 
community.  

With stores on the Andersonstown and Antrim Roads, 
Direct Furniture sources items from all corners of the globe, 
ensuring that customers get the best product at the best 
price. They can also boast of being one of the largest retailers 
of King Koil mattresses in Ireland.   

Above all else, 
Direct Furniture has 
garnered a 
reputation for 
reliability.  

“We appreciate 
people’s loyalty and 
we stand over our 
stuff,” Eugene 
McGurk said. 

“To us you’re not 
just a number.” 

Truly Fare: A cut 
above the rest

 
tryly fayre

Truly Fare is a family-run 
business established in 1986. 
Their anchor store on the Falls 
Road is a Pandora’s box of 
boys’ and girls’ childrenswear 
and christening wear.   

It is also home to their 
communionwear boutique, 
where they stock an exclusive 
range of communion dresses, 
accessories and shoes. 

Truly Fare ladieswear range 
can be found in their Kennedy 
centre store. Offering a 
selection of mix-and-match 
essentials to the ultimate in 
ladies accessories, its 
scarves and handbags 
are modern, stylish 
and in high demand. 

The Ormeau Road 
branch serves the 
South and East of the 
city with Cahill's 
Schoolwear. Truly 
Fare North Belfast 
customers asked and 
Truly Fare delivered 
as it opened on the 

Antrim Road in June 2021. 
Truly Fare is renowned for 

its Cahill's Schoolwear range 
and it currently provides for 
over 80 schools. Their quality 
and price is hard to match and 
never beaten. Cahill's 
Schoolwear is famous around 
the world – just ask the Derry 
Girls who  champion the 
brand. 

Branches: 397 Ormeau Road; 
483 Falls Road; Unit 18 
Kennedy Centre; and 395 
Antrim Road.

TRULY FARE 
EST. 1986

S C H O O L W E A R

BACK
SCHOOL

TO

First Holy Communion 
Bags • Parasols  
Socks • Gloves  
Veils • Tiaras 
Shoes and 
Partyware

www.trulyfarebelfast.com

KING KOIL 
STOCKIST  
AS USED IN 

LEADING  
HOTELS
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SAG Credit Union Limited joins us at the 
Andersonstown News for 50th celebrations

SAG Credit Union would like to 
congratulate Andersonstown 
News on reaching such a 
significant milestone. Like the 
Andersonstown News, SAG 
Credit Union has been serving 
the people of Andersonstown, 
promoting the local area and 
helping to create the conditions 
for financial independence, for 
families and businesses alike, 
during times of massive 
uncertainty, financial hardship 
and political unrest.  

And like the Andersonstown 
News, SAG Credit Union has 
evolved in the 58 years since its 
formation, from a small 
organisation manned by 
volunteers with exceptional 
foresight, to a key employer in 
the area. We have both 
undergone significant changes 
and growth as we both now own 
beautiful purpose-built 
premises that our original 
founders could only have 
dreamed of. In addition, the 
economic crisis that both 
organisations have weathered, 
the most recent being the COVID 
pandemic, has required steady 
leadership with quick changes 
in business models to react to 
whatever has been thrown at us.   

SAG Credit Union, like the 
Andersonstown News, has 
grown over the years, most 
recently with our merger with 
Poleglass Credit Union Ltd. By 
combining resources, SAG 
Credit Union Limited now has 
assets of over £65 million, 
meaning there are now even 
more resources available to lend 
to our local community based in 
the Greater Andersonstown and 
Poleglass areas. Members can 
continue to do business, as 
normal, in both premises. This 
means that SAG Credit Union 
Limited is now even better 
placed to help the budding 

entrepreneurs and visionaries of 
the future from Andersonstown 
and beyond to achieve their 
financial goals and to help 
Andersonstown to continue to 
grow and innovate for the next 
50 years.  

Speaking about the 
Andersonstown News 
celebrations and the growth of 
business in the Greater 
Andersonstown area, Sheena 
Joyce, Manager of SAG Credit 
Union Ltd said: “SAG Credit 
Union are delighted to celebrate 
with the Andersonstown News 
and we would like to wish them 
well for the future. We 
celebrated our 50th in style in 
several years ago with Máirtín Ó 
Muilleoir in attendance as our 
guest of honour in his previous 
incarnation as Belfast Lord 
Mayor.  

“We are really excited about 
the opportunities that exist in 
Andersonstown whilst being 
very aware of the current issues 
that many of our members and 
households in the Greater 
Andersonstown and Poleglass 
area may be facing owing to the 
cost-of-living crisis and would 
urge any members who are 
experiencing difficulties to get 
in touch with us as soon as 
possible. 

“If any member has any 
queries, wants to know what 
services we have, or if anyone is 
interested in joining us or would 
like us to visit their workplace or 
school, I would encourage them 
to call into the credit union in 
Andersonstown or the Dairy 
Farm, ring us and speak with a 
member of staff on 
02890615669 or 02890625384 
or email us at 
info@sagcreditunion.co.uk with 
your details and we will be more 
than happy to provide you with 
any information you need.”

SAG Credit 
Union staff 
Chris 
Willkinson, 
Una 
McGuinness 
and Seamus 
Judge 

Guest 
speaker 
Martin Sisk 
(President 
ILCU) 
speaks at 
the SAG 
Credit Union 
50th 
Anniversary 
dinner in 
Europa 
Hotel.

SAG Credit 
Union Manager  
Sheena Joyce 
celebrated the 
50th 
Anniversary of 
SAG in Europa 
Hotel with then 
Belfast Mayor 
Máirtín Ó 
Muilleoir 
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Prestigious accolades flow in 
with more awards for  
winning Pizza Guyz
Businessman Ciaran Kelly has been involved in 
pizza-making for 22 years and four years ago  
brought his expertise to West Belfast in the form of 
Pizza Guyz on the Andersonstown Road. 

Now well-established, the business has also 
expanded to the Antrim Road in North Belfast and 
will open up a shop on the Ormeau Road in South 
Belfast this summer. Pizza Guyz’ popularity was 
recently rewarded with some prestigious accolades 
including NI Takeaway Awards for ‘Best Pizza’ and 
‘Best Takeaway’ and the Yes Chef Award for ‘Pizza 
of the Year’. 

“What makes us stand out is our commitment to 

customer service and looking after people in our 
local communities through sponsorship 
programmes,” said Ciaran. “Another secret to our 
sucess is our unique, freshly prepared and matured 
dough. 

“We are now officially the best takeaway and 
have the best pizza in the country and we are really 
proud of that.” Speaking about the 50th 
anniversary of the Andersonstown News, Ciaran 
added: “It is testament to the dedication and 
commitment of the Andersonstown News and their 
pursuit to keep going, despite the many challenges 
and difficult times over the years.”

Flowers for 
all occasions 

at Fancy 
Fayre Florist

90 619-619   ACE TAXIS  90 618-008
BE YOUR  

OWN  
BOSS

BASED AT KENNEDY CENTRE,  
SAINSBURYS, GLENOWEN & HUNTING LODGE GO SAFE WITH ACE!

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 5OTH ANNIVERSARY ANDERSONSTOWN NEWS

DRIVERS REQUIRED  
BEST DEPOT •  LARGEST CUSTOMER BASE 

   WORK GUARANTEED • LOWEST DEPOT RENT 

Fancy Fayre Flowers established in 1970s, 
is a local family business in the heart of 
West Belfast. 

"We are along established business 
with a team of qualified florists creating 
beautiful stylish floral designs for every 
occasion – birthdays, births, weddings, 
anniversary, sympathy, or just because. 

“Whatever the occasion our team of 
experienced florists will aim to assist you 
to always ensure customer satisfaction. 

“We can guarantee quality fresh 
flowers delivered by hand with your 
personal message locally, nationally, and 
internationally via the Interflora 
network. 

“We pride ourselves in catering for 
every taste whether it be traditional, 
trendy, or tasteful just call us and we will 
deliver your choice." 

Fancy Fayre Flowers excellent 
reputation is their greatest advert. 

Fancy Fayre can complement your fresh 
flowers with the following gifts: Fine 
chocolates, soft toys, balloons, Belleek, 
Islandcraft, or Duiske Irish glassware. 
They offer a vast range of greeting cards.

Fancy Fayre  
~ Forist ~

176 Andersonstown Rd, Belfast BT11 9BZ 

Tel: 028 90 301196 
Twitter @fancyfayre

We would like to wish the 
Andersonstown News a 
Happy 50th Birthday!

Fancy Fayre Flowers 
established in 1970s  
is a local family run 
business in the 
 heart of West  
Belfast. We  
specialise in all areas  
of gifts, flowers,  
wedding flowers and 
funeral flowers. 

Opening times  
Monday: 9:00 AM  5:30 PM  
Tuesday: 7:00 AM  5:30 PM  

Wednesday: 9:00 AM  5:30 PM  
Thursday: 9:00 AM  5:30 PM  

Friday: 9:00 AM  5:30 PM  
Saturday: 9:00 AM  5:30 PM  
Sunday: 10:30 AM  2:30 PM  
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NI  
Takeaway  

Award  
Best  

Pizza 2022

Yes   
Chef  
Pizza  

Award 

Yes   
Chef  

Sustainability 
Award 

THE MOST AWARDED 
PIZZA SHOP IN THE 
COUNTRY!

NO. 1 
IN THE  

COUNTRY!

NI  
Takeaway  

Award  
Best Overall  
Takeaway  

2022

www.pizzaguyz.com 

WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON 
BEING PIZZA -PASSIONATE 

EXTRAORDINAIRE!

ORMEAU ROAD COMING SOON! 

West Belfast  
90601060 

North Belfast  
96919676

H

H
H

H

H

H

H

H
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Decora Blinds: A positive attribute to Andytown

DECORA BLINDS
Tel: 028 90 604646 

 Over 30 Years in the industry 
High Quality Blinds - Excellent Customer Service

FREE MEASURING 
FREE FITTING

WE OFFER 
SANTA FE SHUTTERS 

SUNWOOD VENETIANS 
ROLLER BLINDS 

VERTICAL BLINDS 
ROMAN BLINDS 

AND MORE ...

Andersonstown Leisure Centre: 
Always firmly at the heart of the 

community in West Belfast
Back in 1997, when the team at Andersonstown 
Leisure Centre was wishing Andersonstown News 
a very happy 25th anniversary, it was clear to see 
that, like this newspaper, the leisure centre was 
firmly at the heart of the West Belfast community.    

If it was happening in Andersonstown, it most 
likely was happening in the centre.  From Ulster 
Orchestra performances, to the big Christmas light 
switch on, tp a monthly kids’ laser disco which was 
the biggest in the city. And who can remember the 
mini animal circus in the hall during the early years 
of Féile? 

A lot has changed since then and when the old 
building was demolished to make way for a £25 
million redevelopment, some people may have felt 
like it was the end of an era. Despite a few false 

starts due to lockdown, the new centre fully 
opened last June and since then has welcomed 
over a quarter of a million visitors to the world 
class indoor water park with high speed slides, surf 
simulator and aqua play area. 

We would like to extend our thanks to 
Andersonstown News for helping us promote this 
amazing facility and what it means to the local 
community, and beyond, as we return to improving 
our health and wellbeing.  We continue to employ 
many young people from the local area on their 
first steps to a fulfilling career in leisure and are 
proud to serve the people of this community. 

Many happy returns on your 50th anniversary.  
Here’s to many more years of success. 
The Team at Andersonstown Leisure Centre.

Decora Blinds Belfast was founded by Martin Fenton back in 
the 1990s. Decora Blinds has overcome many challenging 
times in business: the Troubles in Belfast, the recession and 
Covid-19.   

It’s located in the heart of the Andersonstown Road, 
serving the local community and further afield now 
stretching as far as Antrim, Glengormley and Bangor.  

Decora Blinds Belfast supply many local schools in the 
area with child-friendly blinds. They have a great team who 
take pride in their work. The business is a family-run 
business since the passing of Martin in July 2015. Martin's 
wife Siobhán and daughter Gemma have been keeping the 
business strong for Martin. The business is a positive 
attribute to the Andersonstown Road.
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HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
ANDERSONSTOWN NEWS
From the other ones making 
a splash in West Belfast!

Better is a registered trademark and trading name of GLL (Greenwich Leisure Limited), a charitable social enterprise and 

registered society under the Co-operative & Community Benefit & Societies Act 2014 registration no. 27793R. Registered office: 

Middlegate House, The Royal Arsenal, London, SE18 6SX. Inland Revenue Charity no: XR43398

Andersonstown Leisure Centre 
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ESTABLISHED over 37 years ago, 
Fairdeal Garden Centre in 
Andersonstown has become your 
one-stop shop for all gardening 
needs. 

Now located in a new shop, the 
business offers you a fair deal on all 
things from pots to compost and 
plants to garden sheds. 

“We are local, based in the heart 
of the community,” said owner, 
Michael Hawkins. 

“We started off small but are now 
a well-established garden centre 
with a fantastic customer base.” 

Fairdeal continue to offer a 
unique service whereby customers 
can bring along old pots and tubs 
and have them refilled. 

They also offer a fantastic 
delivery service on all products, 
meaning your fresh flowers and 
plants can be brought straight to 
your garden. 

Need a new garden shed? They 
are made to order and built to the 
customer’s measurements and 
liking. Design your own shed and 
Fairdeal will give you the best quote 
available. 

Speaking about the 50th 
anniversary of the Andersonstown 
News, Michael added: “I was one of 
the first advertisers in the 
Andersonstown News. 

“I congratulate them for the work 
done over the last 50 years and their 
continued work. 

“The paper has and always has 
been popular with the local 
community.”

Fairdeal Garden Centre: 
'Great oaks from little acorns grow' 

140 - 144 ANDERSONSTOWN ROAD 
T: 028 9061 2717   www.collinsfurniture.co.uk

Collins Furniture proudly proclaim that they’re ‘Famous for Beds in Belfast since 1948’ 
and this longstanding family business have the reputation to back it up. Starting off 
in 1948 in Beechmount as a hardware and furniture store, they moved to their new 
premises in Andersonstown in 1965 and have since stopped selling hardware, and 
now focus solely on selling high quality beds and furniture.

Wishing Andersonstown News a Happy 50th Birthday. 
Keep up the great work!

COLLINS FURNITURE:  
Quality through the years

Having first opened its doors in 1948, Collins 
Furniture is one of West Belfast’s longest-
serving retailers.  

Though originally opened as a hardware 
shop on Beechmount Gardens, the store has 
provided – and continues to provide – quality 
furniture to generations of local people.  

The Collins family opened a new shop in 
Andersonstown in the early 1960s and 
moved into their present premises in 1965. 
While furniture styles have changed, the 
high standard of customer service and 
competitive pricing at Collins Furniture 
remains. 

“The strength of the business has always 
been the local community, who have always 

supported us tremendously,” Michael 
Collins reflected. 

“It’s not just people who live in the area – 
we have people who have moved to every 
corner of the country that still come back to 
us. We regularly deliver to Limerick, Cork, 
Galway, and the UK. 

“We have customers who came to us in 
the 1940s and now their children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren are 
coming to us. That’s something that we’re 
extremely grateful for. 

Through the worst years of the Troubles, 
through recessions, through Covid, we’ve 
had great support from the people of West 
Belfast.” 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Monday to Saturday 9am5pm; Sundays 11am5pm  

Fairdeal Garden Centre is a local family business 
which offer all your garden needs.. 

Pots • Compost • Stones • Garden Sheds 
Playhouses • Kennels & more!  

131 Andersonstown Road, Belfast BT11 9BU  
T: 028 9062 7661 / 07754930383 

@fairdeal.gardencentre

HAVE YOUR POTS & BASKETS FILLED FOR THE 
PRICE OF JUST THE PLANTS AND COMPOST

Michael CollinsMichael Hawkins
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Noel Grimley Electrics: Always the right choice
When choosing new electrical goods its best 
to be on the lookout for great service, great 
advice and great prices. And  as one 
prominent promo once proclaimed, you can 
“get it from Grimley’s”. 

With stores on the Andersonstown Road 
and Donegall Road, Noel Grimley Electrics 
are purveyors of a wide range of electrical 
items from latest TV and audio equipment to 
accessories, home appliances and more.  

Whether shopping online, by telephone, or 
in store, their expert team are always on 
hand to guide you through that all-important 
purchase.  

Noel Grimley Electrics have gone above 
and beyond for customers for 59 years, but 
have also been known for giving back to the 
wider community. 

The store have been long-time sponsors of 
the Andersonstown News’ Inspiration Youth 
Awards, recognising the remarkable 
achievements of our brilliant and 
bright young people. 

More recently, Grimley’s were 
firm backers of the West Belfast 
Covid-19 Community Support 
Group, which provided for the most 
vulnerable during the pandemic. 

Their will to serve others 
translates to a top-class service 
from start to finish. Orders placed 
before 1pm can be collected – and 
often delivered – that same day.  

Deliveries are completed next day 
as standard, and old appliances can 
be taken away and new appliances 

fitted hassle-free.  
For more info, about what’s on offer see: 

https://noelgrimleys.com/ 

BUY NOW PAY LATER FINANCE AVAILABLE (T&C’S APPLY) 
176 ANDERSONSTOWN RD, BELFAST, BT11 9BZ • T: 02890 615327

£289.99

55CM  
FRIDGE 

FREEZER 

60CM 
COOKERS

INTEGRATED WASHING 
MACHINE £399.99

£499.99

FROM 
£369.99

55” 4K SMART TELEVISION

Includes  
5 Year warranty   

(SUBJECT TO  

REGISTRATION) 

Kennedy Centre remains the captain of the ship
The Kennedy Centre opened in 1991 with Curleys being 
the anchor tenant. The centre is owned by the Kennedy 
family with Hugh Kennedy having started the Curleys 
business a number of years prior to that. Curleys had 
originally been located on the Glen Road before locating 
to the old Lucozade building. 

 The Centre had 20 stores prior to the redevelopment 
in 2009. In 2009 Sainsburys bought the Curleys 
supermarket but the Centre remained owned by Hugh 
Kennedy. 

 Now established as an institution in West Belfast, the 
Kennedy Centre now houses the biggest Sainsburys in 
the North and has over 50 other business located in it. 

 Manager John Jones said: “Curleys and then the 
Kennedy Centre have been working in partnership with 
the Andersonstown News for many many years and 
continues to do so to this day. 

 “We are particularly proud of our relationship with the 
Aisling Awards and we have sponsored the Educational 
achievement awards for the past 20 years now.  

 “We pride ourselves as being a huge part of the 
community in West Belfast and have links with all the 
various organisations throughout the area from schools 
through to sporting organisations through to charity 
organisations and community groups. 

 “We have always prided ourselves on trying to help 
the local community and have played our part in 
sponsoring the Aisling Bursaries also. There is rarely a 
week that goes by when we aren't showcasing some 
good cause in our mall whether it is a spinathon or a 
charity collection. And hopefully this year we will be able 
to recommence our Christmas choirs with all the local 
schools carol singing in the mall. 

“We would like to congratulate the Andersonstown 
News on achieving 50 years in business. 

“It is a great achievement and hopefully we can 
continue our long term partnership for many more years 
to come. The Andersonstown News has played a massive 
role in the West Belfast community and long may it 
continue.”

John 
Jones

Patrick Mallon 
and Eamonn 
Grimley
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The Kennedy Centre wishes
the Andersonstown News a

Happy 50th Birthday.

at th e
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